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HELEN THOMAS TO RECEIVE AWC'S INTERNATIONAL MATRIX AWARD

AT AWC NATIONAL CONFERENCE, OCT. 4-6
ALEXANDRIA, VA -- The Association for Women in Communications (AWC) has named Helen Thomas as the 2007 International Matrix Award honoree. 

Since its conception in 1988, AWC's International Matrix Award rewards an individual in the communications field for achieving the highest level of professional excellence. Thomas will be honored at the Matrix & Clarion Awards Dinner on Saturday, Oct. 6, at the Regal Sun Resort (formerly Grosvenor Resort) in Orlando, Fla., during AWC's National Conference.

Thomas is best known on the political scene as the long-time White House correspondent for United Press International, sitting front and center at presidential press conferences. She has covered the daily White House beat for every president since John F. Kennedy. She left UPI in 2000, and now writes a syndicated political opinion column for Hearst Newspapers. In her latest book, released July 2006, "Watchdogs of Democracy?," she delves into how journalism has changed. 
 

Although she was born in Kentucky, Thomas grew up in Detroit and graduated from Michigan's Wayne State University. Her first job was as a copy girl at the now-defunct Washington Daily News. 
 

Thomas joined the staff at United Press International in 1943, where she spent 12 years writing news for radio, covering the FBI and the federal government. In 1961, she covered the White House during John F. Kennedy's presidency, and began closing presidential press conferences by saying, "Thank you, Mr. President." 
 

Thomas has traveled around the world several times with Presidents Nixon, Ford, Carter, Reagan, Bush and Clinton, and covered every economic summit. In February 1972, she was the only newspaperwoman to travel with President Nixon to China during his breakthrough trip. 
 

Thomas has a history of firsts in her long career as a woman working in journalism. Thomas served as president of the Women's National Press Club in 1959-60, and she was the first woman officer of the National Press Club after it opened its doors to women members for the first time in 90 years. In addition, Thomas became the first woman officer of the White House Correspondents Association in its 50 years of existence, and served as its first woman president in 1975-76. Thomas also became the first woman member of the Gridiron Club in its history, and the first woman to be elected president in 1993.
 
Thomas is also the author of "Dateline: White House;" her memoir, "Front Row at the White House;" and "Thanks for the Memories, Mr. President."
The AWC National Conference is the premier professional event for the communications industry. The Association for Women in Communications is a professional organization that champions the advancement of women across all communications disciplines by recognizing excellence, promoting leadership and promoting its members at the forefront of the evolving communications era. For more information, go to www.womcom.org.
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